The Kuppur, which I take to be the Scytab Bysonata, and which to me appears simply to differ from the West Indian snake of that name in regard to colour, is without exception the most deadly poisonous snake in Sind; and a reference to the police returns shows that in by far the greatest majority of cases, serious injury and death have been caused from the bite of this species. tli ^eGn 'nc^os maJ be regarded as about the averago length of kuppur; the larger, and, I imagine, older specimens havo but exceeded in this, but their diameter has by about double exceeded that of the ordinary size of the reptile, which measures somewhere from about 2 to 24" inches round the largest part of the very fine living specimen from Delhi 20 inches long. It is a terrestrial snake, and is viviparous ; it lives, according to Gunth er, on Scolopendridse, for he says he has found only these in its stomach.
I have never seen it in Bengal, nor am I certain that it is found there; but it is found in the North-West Provinces, Central Provinces, and Punjab, and generally in the South of India. Guntlier says, " it is common in many parts of the Peninsula of India;" in the Annamallay Mountains; in the Carnatic, and the vicinity of Madras.
It is a small viper: a fine specimen from the Indian Museum is twenty-two and a half inches in length, and about three in circumference, though no doubt it is somewhat shrunk by the action of the spirit. The The marks on the head, or rather what may be termed the forehead of the Kuppur, exhibits in white and brown, somewhat the appearance of a cross; the ground mark of the body is of a dull muddy grey colour, the sides of the body being marked along with crescentic double marks of black and white, the concavity ot each being towards the abdomen.
In several specimens of this snake I have observed double or rather two fangs on each side of the jaw, but I omitted to mako special note as to whether this is of common or unusual occurrence.
The poison of this snake introduced into the system of the fowl induces death in about three quarters of a minute.
Death in a fowl occurs much in the same way as in the human subject; the mucous membrane is powerfully acted on, the head gradually droops, the legs give way, and the creature rolls on its side in the last agony of passing life."
The Kuppur I think must be the Echis Carinata, as the description corresponds with that of this viper; and this would shew that it is more dangerous than Gunther supposes, and corresponds with the opinions expressed by Major MacMahon, Deputy Commissioner of Delhi, who says it has the repute of being a deadly snake.
